
 

 

 

 
“The most basic and pow-
erful way to connect to an-
other person is to listen,” 
says Dr. Rachel Naomi Re-
men, author and integrative 
medicine professor. 
“Perhaps the most im-
portant thing we ever give 
each other is our attention.” 

Twice in Mark 4, while teaching, Jesus urges, “Let 
anyone with ears to hear listen” (verses 9 & 23, 
NRSV). One way we show what Jesus means to us is 
by truly listening to his word — not just hearing 
sounds but being attentive and intentional. Like-
wise, one way we love and serve others is by re-
spectfully listening to them: not assuming we know 
what they feel or mean or will say; not planning 
what to say even as they’re still speaking, but lis-
tening deeply to learn about them and their experi-
ence. 

We often think living our faith calls for great ac-
complishments or worldwide reach. But Remen 
says, “A loving silence often has … power to heal 
and to connect.” Don’t underestimate something as 
basic and doable as listening as a way to practice 
Christlike love. 
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We celebrated our grad-
uates on June 20, 2021. 
 

5th Grade Bible       
recipients: 
 

Madison Ramus 
Faithanne Melow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

High School        
Graduates: 
 

Maggie Kuban 
Jacob Quattaro 
Sidney Moore 
Tommi Henley 
 
College Graduate: 
 

Carol May-University of 
Michigan (2020) 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship Recipients: 
 

Maggie Kuban 
Blake  Barber 
Sharon Woodard 
Zak Phaturos 
 

We are happy to award 
these students with our 
Educational Scholarship. 
We wish them much suc-
cess as they continue on 
their paths toward their 
future. 
 
Christian Service       
Committee 

and fellowship. It is the 

hope that the lessons 

learned at camp will af-

fect the lives of the 

campers beyond their 

camping experience. 
 

Care and Share for    

August goes to the 

Wayne Goodfellows. 

They are, of course 

known for the No Child 

Without a Christmas pro-

gram. They also help sen-

 iors as well as children 

through educational schol-

arships, food clothing and 

medical supplies. They 

provide and lend out 

wheelchairs, crutches and 

canes to residents.  

Your generosity for these 

charities would be appreci-

ated. 

Board of Christian Education 

Christian Service Committee-July and August Care and Share 

                                           

Report from the meet-
ing of June 8, 2021 
 

Approved to re-
move dead tree at the 
circular drive area. 
Discussed Safe and 
Secure Policy regard-
ing the church build-
ing. 
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Did you know?? 
 

The church has hear-
ing apparatus for you 
to use on Sunday 
mornings!  
If you are having trou-
ble hearing the ser-
vice, we have hearing 
aids for that! We will 
have alcohol and 
wipes for you to use 

before and after use!                      
Please ask an usher 
for assistance! 

 Board of Trustees                                              

 

Care and Share for July 

goes to the Michigan 

Congregational Summer 

Camp. The goal of sum-

mer camp is to help 

campers develop, through 

the Christian camping 

experience, a knowledge 

of God, the Bible and the 

life  and teachings of 

Christ. Campers learn to 

live together as Chris-

tians, growing in Christian 

responsibility, citizenship 

 



 

 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, 
come to the waters; and you 
who have no money, come, 
buy and eat!” (Isaiah 55:1, 
NIV). I thought of this verse 
when I read about a seven-
acre farm in Atlanta where 
people can pick fruits and 
veggies straight off the trees 
and vines, like a fresh-air pro-
duce market but bigger — 
and all free! 

The Food Forest at Browns 
Mill, located amid a “food de-

sert” in a city where one-
fourth of the population expe-
riences food insecurity, offers 
2,500 edible and medicinal 
plants for anyone in need. 
People take only what they 
can use, and volunteers har-
vest extras to distribute in the 
community. It’s one of about 
70 free-food forests in the 
United States. To me, it looks 
like a glimmer of God’s king-
dom. 

Imagine a world where every-

      July Birthdays                                                      August Birthdays 

 
be “in” for some time, and 
respect for other people’s 
space should be a com-
mon practice going for-
ward. We celebrate this 
good news. 
 
Rev. Linda Anderson has 
agreed to be our interim 
minister. She will be in the 
office on Wednesdays for 
appointments and/or    
visits. 
 

The Deacons share in the 
joy of lifting the COVID 19 
restrictions! 
 
The Deacons would like 
you to continue to assess 
your own risk factors and 
comfort level in regards to 
social distancing and mask 
wearing. Only YOU can 
make the personal deci-
sion on what your best 
practice will be. Masks will 
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one’s basic needs are met: 
food, clean water, shelter, 
clothing, health care, educa-
tion, meaningful work, love — 
and the fulfillment of assist-
ing and supporting one an-
other. Isaiah envisions this 
reality coming true. Some-
times, even in our troubled 
world, we catch a glimpse of 
God’s abundant grace, tangi-
bly lavished on all. Even bet-
ter, sometimes we’re blessed 
with the privilege of helping 
it happen. 

Deacon News 
Starting in late Septem-
ber coffee hour will be 
back. 
 
The Deacons will 
meet again on 
September 14, 
2021 at 6:00 pm. 
 
Marsha Remick 
Deacon Chair 

A Glimpse of Grace 

 

1 Jeff Hawley 

1 Nolan Webster 

3 Austin Wensko 

5 Cheryl Kuban 

5 Kevin McKay 

6 Steve Barber 

8 Tyler Radley 

10 Jeff Frantjeskos  

11 Steven Leitner 

12 Kathryn Koveleski 

12 Danielle Breier 

16 Elaine Pittman 

17 Jonny Birchard 

24 Michelle Yun 

26        Andrew Quattro 

 
 

 

26 Morgan Quattro 

26 Rob Bray 

28 Kameron Kuban 
31 Elaine Radley 

 

1 Kim Cates 

1 Roberto Hazelwood 

2 Sara Kay Marten 

3 Dawn Chambers 

5 Colin Hawley 

7 Larry Glinski 

9 Chris Finnigan 

9 Nathan Gleneski 

11 Michael Seymour 

12 Megan Brooks 

14 Richard Berli 

14 Emmelia Cossey 

14 Elaine Hovey 

15 Marley Yun  

 

15 Gary Peacock 

16 Phyllis Stein 

18 Debbie Neldon 

19 Dianne Taft 

20 Jonathan Matusek 

21 Gracie Barber 

28 Ben Hawley 

28 Athena Mason 

28 Tasha VanMeter 
30 Lily Barber 



 

 

The rummage sale is 
scheduled for September 
30, October 1, 2. 
 

You still may bring rum-
mage into the church, 
however, we are running 
out of storage space. So, 
get your rummage in as 
soon as possible. 
 

We will need lots of help 
with sorting and on the 

Women’s Fellowship– Rummage Sale dates 

Church Fair  “Christmas Celebration” 
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sale days. 
Please plan 
to help when 
you can. 
 

 
 
Women’s Fellowship will 
have a craft tent during 
the US 12 Dream Cruise, 
which would be in our 
parking lot in July. 
 

We are going to have a 
church Fair this year! 
 

It will be Friday November 
5, 9:00-7:00 pm, and Sat-
urday, November 6, 9:00-
4:00 pm. 
 

There will be lunch and 

important outreach activi-
ty for the community. 

dinner on Friday, and lunch 
only on Saturday.  
 

Please put these dates on 
your calendar, because we 
will need lots of help. 
 

This is not only a fund raiser 
for the church, but a very 

Southeast Michigan Conference of Congregational Churches (SEMACC)                                                            

The Southeast Michigan Conference of Congregational Churches has not realized much activity this 
year because of COVID. Having said that, several items of interest are to be noted. 
 

Meadowbrook Congregational Church in Novi has called Reverend Joel Boyd to be their minister. 
The congregation has been searching since last December (2020). Presently, Mt.  Hope Congrega-
tional Church in Livonia has an interim minister and is going through applications for a full time min-
ister. Pine Hill Congregational Church in West Bloomfield is selling their building and grounds. The 
congregation will move to a Jewish Synagogue with the intention of sharing facilities. 
 
Church Revitalization has been working with the book “The Iceberg Is Melting”. Discussions are 
held in breakout rooms through Zoom led by Dr. Rev. Charles Packer. 
 

The International Conference will be held with speakers relaying how Congregationalism came to 
their country. 
 

A Bible study on Racial Justice is available for interested churches. 
 

Summer camp will be held for one day on July 24 and virtual again this year. 
 

A speaker from the mission Hosanna Industries located near Pittsburgh, Pa. spoke at the confer-
ence. The mission provides families with needed repairs. Camp Restore, who we worked with in 
New Orleans, is hoping to receive help from our churches on further developing such a mission in 
our area. 
 

For further information or interest in any of the above projects feel free to contact Elain Pittman, 
Year Round Delegate of First Congregational Church of Wayne. 

The future of Congregators… 
There is going to be a meeting in July 
regarding Congregators. We would 
like to start back in the Fall. If you 
have any interest in this activity or 
have any suggestions for the group, 
please plan to attend this meeting. 
Watch for the date and time to be 
announced. 
 

Women’s Fellowship is discussing 
plans to have a Mother-Daughter  
dinner in the spring. Watch for more 
information. 



 

 

In our prayers: 

Marcie Slater 

Danielle Breier 

Debbie Kolusk 

Kevin Hodge 

James Cantrell 

Robert Hatfield 

Sonny Lucas 

Steve Hawley 

Matt Wensko 

Christine Van Meter Melow 

Alice Fuhrman 

Charlene Oliver 

Terry Shenk 

Margaret Harlow 

Faye Poremba 

Kerry Shields 

Home bound members: 

Jim & Marcie Slater 

June Williams 

Danielle Breier 

Janet Provot 

 
 

Our home bound members 

would love to hear from other 

church members. Please drop 

them a line or give them a 

phone call. 

 
 

 

July Trustees 

Miriam Shurlow 

Kevin Wensko 

 

August Trustee 

Miriam Shurlow 

Bonnie Good 

Summer office hours are 
Monday thru Friday, 9:00 
am-12:00 pm. If you 
have business with the 
office, please try to call 
during those times. If you 
have questions or need 
help at any time, please 
call Linda Beasley at  
734-658-2947. 

 

Member information 

Office Update 

The Greatest Example 
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How often we quote 
Leviticus 19:18: “Love 
your neighbor as 
yourself.” It’s not a 
bad standard to 
reach for; even Jesus 
repeated it (see Mat-
thew 22:39 and else-
where). But in John 
13:34, as Bible schol-
ar Dr. Harry Wendt 
points out, Jesus 
changes the wording 

July 4  Joe Nowaske 

Jul 11 Darlene Hawley 

Jul 18 Audrey Gasdorf 

Jul 25 Bill May 

 

Aug  1   Joe Nowaske 

Aug  8   Mary Ann Ellis 

Aug 15  Laurie Cole 

Aug 22  Marsha Remick 

Aug 29  Bill May 
 

(For now we will not have 

greeters or Coffee Hour in the 

Parlor) 

 

July/August Readers 

Member update 
 
Jim Jessup has some 

heart concerns and is 

gong through tests. 

 
Charlene Oliver is having 

some vascular proce-

dures. 

 
Diana Quattro is recov-

ering from a automobile 

accident. 

 
Shannon Clarke is dealing 

with many health con-

cerns. 
 

slightly but crucially: “A 
new commandment I 
give to you, that you 
love one another: just 
as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one an-
other” (ESV). 
 
Perhaps during his time 
on earth, Jesus realized 
humans don’t actually 
love ourselves very 
much or very well. So 
using self-love as the 

bar by which to 
measure neighbor-
love might be ineffec-
tive. Although we 
may act self-
enamored and self-
impressed, it’s often 
just a cover for inner 
feelings of self-
loathing and self-
doubt. 
 
After washing his dis-
ciples’ feet and before 

sacrificing his 
very life for them 
(and us), Jesus 
changes the 
wording — and 
the example that 
will lead us: 
“Love one anoth-
er not as you 
love you, but as I 
love you.” Un-
conditionally. 
Unreservedly. 
Wholeheartedly. 

Bulletin, Tower,  

Flower Support 

 

Towers ($30) 

 Jul, Sep, Dec 
 

Bulletins ($30)    

 July 4, 11, 18, 25 

 

Flowers ($20) 

July 11, 18, 25 
 

 

The August Tower is 
supported by Elaine 
Pittman for her birth-
day, and also by 
Earle Chorbagian. 



 

 

Search Committee Update 
 

 

It has been two and a half years since the Search Committee was formed to look for and secure a min-
ister to lead our congregation. In “normal” circumstances it is an arduous task, yet an exciting time to 
look towards the future in anticipation of something new. 
 
And then came the pandemic. Still, the committee has persevered, receiving very few new applications, 
and actually hosting a couple of visits by potential candidates during the shut-down. Unfortunately our 
efforts have not been fruitful to this point. 
 
We have utilized the NACCC advisory ministry, advertised in the Congregationalist as well as the Chris-
tian Century publications. We wrote letters seeking ministerial graduates and urging advisors to post 
our Church Advertisement to nearly 100 colleges and programs across the country. We have also 
sought out council from our Michigan sister churches as several are now also seeking new ministers. 
Our own recent Interim minister, Rev. Dr. Steve Schafer was also very helpful and supportive in his ad-
vice and council to us during his time with us. Yet, here we are. Still, we look now to a new direction—
perhaps the business models and online job recruiter sites will yield something fruitful. We will sign on 
to Indeed.com and Churchstaffing.com. Perhaps this will now be the way forward. Online, as the “new 
normal” - people working from home through the computer. New times, new ways. 
 
Please don't loose faith that God has our future in His hands. We need to trust in Him and look to His 
direction.   
 
“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God, I will strengthen you, 
surely I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10 
 
Please continue to pray for your Search Committee who has been steadfast in their commitment and 
faithful in their journey. 
 
Blessings, Pam Wright, Search Committee 
 

 
 

Our Interim Minister, Rev. Linda Anderson 
 

Grateful for the opportunity to serve as interim minister at FCC Wayne, I 
look forward to worshiping and working with you and the many people of 
the church. While I will be working part time, I pray our time together will 
be meaningful for all of us. As we carefully move from months of COVID 
“lock down” to a more traditional time of interaction, there will be many de-
cisions to make and joys to celebrate. The church is fortunate to have an energetic congregation to 
share in these activities. I am thankful for the chance to be with you during this time of transition. 
 
As many of you know, I was raised in this church and later returned to serve a two year ministerial in-
ternship. It was June of 2003 when I was ordained by the congregation. Since that time I have served 
churches in both Michigan and Illinois. Returning to FCC Wayne at this time is a privilege. 
 
The coming weeks will help to formulate how I might best serve you and other people of the church. 
Please let me know of any ideas and/or concerns you might have. My plan, at this time is to be in the 
church office during regular office  hours each Wednesday. If you would like to spend some time to-
gether, and Wednesday does not work for you, let me know. My schedule is flexible and we can consid-
er other possibilities. 
I am looking forward to our time together. 
 
Blessings, Linda                                                                             313-584-3943 (H)   309-368-7665 (C) 
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“Usher duty” 

It’s human nature to sometimes slip into judgmentalism and 

arrogance: “I’d never do what she did!” we think or say. Or 

“People who [fill in the blank] shouldn’t call themselves 

Christians. They don’t belong in the church.” Jesus clearly 

said, “Judge not, that you be not judged” (Matthew 7:1, 

ESV) and, memorably, made his point with the image of a 

speck in someone else’s eye and a log in one’s own. 

 

In Love Does (Thomas Nelson), Bob Goff reflects further on 

what Jesus’ response would be when we put ourselves in po-

sitions of authority over others: “[Jesus] said people who 

followed him should think of themselves more like ushers 

rather than the bouncers, and it would be God who decides 

who gets in. We’re the ones who simply show people to 

their seats that someone else paid for.” 
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Church address: 

2 Towne Square St. 
Wayne, MI 

48184 
 

Church phone: 
734-729-7550 

FAX: 
734-729-7576 

Email: 

Fccow.churchoffice@gmail.com 

First Congregational Church of Wayne 
Volume LXX No. 6  2021 

 

2 Towne Square, Wayne, MI 48184-Office: (734) 729-7550, Fax: (734) 729-7576 
 

Moderator’s email, JWEB2005@hotmail.com    
Music Director’s email, mgood1@emich.edu 

Office Administrator’s email, fccow.lindabeasley@gmail.com 
Financial Secretary’s email, fccow.judyzajac@gmail.com 

                    Church email, fccow.churchoffice@gmail.com        Church website 
www.fccow.com              Tower Editor, Linda Beasley 

10:30 a.m. Worship/Nursery, 10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Children 
are with parents until they go to Sunday School), 11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour in the Parlor 

 

FIRST 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH OF WAYNE 

We are on the web. 
Fccow.com 

 

 

mailto:mgood1@emich.edu
mailto:fccow.lindabeasley@gmail.com
mailto:fccow.judyzajac@gmail.com
mailto:fccow.churchoffice@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 
 

Trustee 

Meeting 

6:00 pm 

14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
 

  

   in July 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

July 2021 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Communion 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 
Trustee 

Meeting 

6:00 pm 

11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

August 2021 
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