
to pray for you. We are 

praying that you are well 

and finding plenty to 

keep yourselves occu-

pied. We are praying that 

you are communicating 

with one another over 
the phone or on the 

computer. We are pray-

ing that you are finding 

contentment in this very 

strange period of our 

mutual history. We are 

praying that we will see 

you all soon. 

God has given us this 

‘sabbatical’ season for 

renewal of spirit. Let’s all 

use it well. We will 

(hopefully) never experi-

ence anything like this 

again—but while we have 

it, let’s embrace it in the 

most positive way we 

can. –Pastor Steve 

Open your windows. 

Go for a walk through 

the park. Take a deep 

breath outside and no-

tice the smell of flower-

ing trees and new mown 

grass. Smile at everyone 
you pass (stay at least 6 

feet away). Wave to a 

neighbor. 

With the coming of 

milder weather it is time 

to get out of the house 

and enjoy spring. We 

are asked to stay at 

home, but that doesn’t 

mean to literally stay 

inside all the time. Being 

out in the open air, tak-

ing a walk through the 

neighborhood, and    

enjoying life a little is 

totally allowed, ex-

pected, and hoped for. 

We’re not yet ready to 

gather again at church, 

but discussion of that is 

taking place right now. 

Our Deacons and Trus-

tees and Church Cabi-

net are meeting virtually 

to decide the what and 
when and how of mov-

ing toward normalcy. 

Some creative ideas  are 

being bounced around 

to get us together while 

keeping us safe. We’ll 

keep you informed as to 

how all that goes. 

Until then, we continue 

From Pastor Steve 

Plans in the works 

As of the printing of this 

publication we do not 

know when our boards, 

committees, groups and 

clubs will be able to 

meet again. 

However, the Cabinet 
has met and begun 

working on a ‘phase’ 

plan for our church to 

re-engage in our Sunday 

services at church. 

With the safety of all of 

our church members in 

mind, they will consider 
all areas of church activ-

ity and suggest the        

safest way to proceed. 

We cannot rush back 

thinking things will return 

to normal. 

We will keep all of you 

updated on the progress. 

 
“This too shall pass.” 

                   -Ancient Persian 
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“I can worship outside 

among nature just as well as 

I can inside a church build-

ing.” That claim is especially 

common during the sum-

mer, when church attend-

ance tends to decline.                                

Certainly it’s possible to 

worship and talk to God 

among his creation. In fact, 

George Washington Carver 

called nature “an unlimited 

broadcasting station, 

through which God speaks 

to us every hour, if we will 

only tune in.” And Martin 

Luther said, “God writes 

the Gospel not in the Bible 

alone, but also on trees, and 

in the flowers and clouds 

and stars.” Yet corporate, 

or church, worship is still 

vital. Luther also noted: “At 

home, in my own house, 

there is no warmth or vigor 

in me, but in the church 

when the multitude is gath-

ered together, a fire is kin-

dled in my heart and it 

breaks its way though.”                                

When we’re away from 

God’s house, we miss bless-

ings and opportunities in-

cluding communion, fellow-

ship and support. So this 

summer spend time in na-

ture but don’t neglect “to 

meet together” (see He-

brews 10:25)!  

We all miss being together 

in our church building. 

Hopefully soon we can be 

together and feel the 

warmth that Martin Luther 

was talking about. 

food and clothing are dis-
tributed at no cost those 

in need. 

Monday thru Friday a 
soup kitchen is available 

all day. 

In the fall the Mission 
holds a Back to School Give 
Away at which a large bag 

is given out and a student 
can fill their bag with 

Care and Share for June 
goes to the Lighthouse 

Mission at 34033 Palmer 

Rd. Westland. Though 
the Lighthouse Mission is 

no longer a warming shel-
ter where those in need 
spend the night, it does, 
however, offer the fol-

lowing services. 

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, 11:00-3:00, bags of 

clothes needed to start 

the school year. 

Twice a year the Mission 
has a yard sale, which 
includes assorted house-

hold goods, yard and gar-
dening tools and a variety 
of other items, but no 

clothes at this sale.  

Please donate to this im-
portant community    

service. 

A kindled fire 

Christian Service Committee-June Care and Share 

Board of Deacons                                                  

mittee continues to work 
on finding our congrega-

tion a permanent minis-
ter, we are please to an-
nounce that Steve has 

offered to continue ser-

vicing us on Sundays, as 
his availability allows. We 
are very thankful for that 

news!                             
Discussions on how and 
when to resume on-site 

church services contin-
ues. The plan is to con-

sider returning to on-site 
services and other activi-
ties in phases, just as the 

State is doing. We will 

keep you informed as 
progress is made.                            
Marsha Remick             

Deacon Co-Chair 

 

Greetings from the  

Deacons. 

Pastor Steve Schafer’s 

contract as our interim 
minister comes to an offi-

cial close as of May 30th. 

We have been so very 
blessed to have had him 
amongst us, both as min-
ister and as a friend. 

While the Search com-
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‘...in the 
church, 

when the 
multitude is 
gathered, a 

fire is      
kindled in 

my heart’… 
  

Martin    

Luther 

Lighthouse 

Mission 



Thank you to everyone 
who donated to our spe-

cial offering for the 
COVID-19 Relief Fund.   
We are happy to an-

nounce that we collected 

approximately to $544.  

$272.00 will be sent to 
the NACCC COVID-19 

relief for our vetted Mis-

sions around the world. 
This will allow the mis-

sions to purchase the 

supplies that they need to 

be safe. 

$285.08 (as little extra 
was generously added) to 
purchase snack foods for 

hospital personnel for 
when they have their 
break time. Our commit-
tee purchase the snack 

foods and delivered them 

personally to Beaumont 
Wayne Hospital and St. 

Mary’s Livonia Hospital. 

We know this is a hard 
time and many people 

have lost jobs and don’t 
have a lot to donate. We 
appreciate your generosi-

ty and thank you so much 
for your donations. It will 
help our front line work-
ers who selflessly go into 

work to help those who 

are sick.  

Thanks again, Christian 

Service Committee 

11     Jack Barber 

11 John Smith 

12 Benjamin Snow 

14 Bennett Gleneski 

14     Judy Grinnell 

16 Josh Neldon 

17 Sarah Sakovich 

18 Allen Lucas 

19 June Williams 

21 Joy Mislevy 

1      Lucille Cabanaw 

3 McKaylyn Ramus 

5 Jim Hatfield 

6 Allison Avery 

6 LaWanda Sakovich 

7 Katie Provot 

7      Margaret D’Pulos 

8 Debbie Husted 

9 Jay Henley 

11 Laressa Hazelwood 

22 Marcus Brown 

23 Shawn Seymour 

24 Kevin Wensko 

24 Allison Lay 

25 Lauanne Frantjeskos 

27 Sherry Birchard 

27     Alyssa Barker 

27 Ray Spidell 

27     Tim Nicholson 

Update on Special Offering 

June Birthdays 

Group News 

having our regular Sunday 
Service, but other meet-

ings of the church will not 
be starting. I’m sorry to 
have to announce this, 

but hopefully by next July 

we’ll be back in business. 

Thank you, Audrey 

 

 

Deacons 

The Coffee Hours have 

been canceled for the 
summer. If you have 
signed up, please take it 

off of your calendar. 

Summer Early       

Services 

The Corona Virus has 
changed our lives more 
than anyone could have 

imagined. One more 
thing the virus is changing 
at our church this sum-
mer is that we will NOT 

be having the Early Ser-
vices. By July, we may be 
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How hard it is not to touch your face. 

 As soon as you think about not touching your face, your nose starts itching. 

To always have a least two weeks’ worth of toilet paper. 

 Who would have ever have imagined toilet paper is what people would rush 

             out to get...how about food? 

Learned every song with a 20-second chorus. 

 Also, reciting the Lord’s Prayer takes 20 seconds. 

What the inside of every late night show host and TV anchor’s house looks like. 

 Some not very different from ours. 
That we will never complain about having to wait two hours for a table at a restaurant 

again. 

 Remember eating at restaurants? 
Grocery delivery services are extremely convenient until everyone else also learns they 

are extremely convenient. 

 The normal wait time for grocery deliveries was and still is two weeks! 

Drive-by honkings are the new birthday parties. 

 Not so bad, kind of fun. 

How to cut your own hair. 

 Yikes!! Thank God for hats! 

When industry stopped, global pollution dropped. 

 The sky is bluer and the air smells fresher. 
Everyone you know learned how to bake sourdough bread and post about it on          

Instagram. 

 The bread is a good thing! 

Waited to be able to get out fishing. 

 When we did, even the fish were social distancing. 

Older parents are sneaking out of the house and not telling their adult children. 

 Remember when it was the other way around. 

How to use Zoom. 

 Sort of...always having to remind someone to go on mute before certain private  

             things are heard by everyone. (TMI) 

The value of a hug. 

 How much you miss a hand shake and a hug.  

Our office staff is diligently 

working partially in the office 

and from home.  

 
Our financial secretary, Judy 

Zajac, is in the office on Mon-

day mornings. If you have any 

questions, you can give her a 

call.  
 

Our Office Administrator, 

Linda Beasley, is in the office on 

Tuesday and Thursday morn-

ings, and one day on the week-

end. You can call with any 

questions or concerns or leave 

a message on the answering 

machine. She will retrieve the 

messages when she is in the 

office. You can also call her at 

home at 734-658-2947. If any 

board or committee member 

would like something put in the 

monthly newsletter or the bi-

monthly newsletter, please let 

her know. 
 

The custodians are still on the 

job. Norm Beasley has been 
going up to the church on  

alternating days sanitizing door 

knobs and working with a com-

pany to install new fire       

extinguishers. 

 

Ron Champney will be fertiliz-

ing and cutting the grass when 

it needs to be done. 
 

Our Christian Education Direc-

tor has been sending out word 

puzzles and games to our Sun-

day school children. 
 

We all need to help. Keep 

calling each other and we will 

be able to worship together in 

our church soon.  

 

 

Quarantine Revelations 

Office and Building Update 
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Today you 

could be 

standing next 

to someone 

who is trying 

their best not 

to fall apart. 

So whatever 

you do today, 

do it with 

kindness in 

your heart. 

 
   ~Choose Kindness 

                     



 

In our prayers: 

Marcie Slater 

Danielle Breier 

Debbie Kolusk 

Kevin Hodge 

Patricia Lauren 

Norm Mitchell 

Peggy Derr 

John Blair 

Patt Harford 

James Cantrell 

Robert Hatfield 

Sonny Lucas 

Steve Hawley 

Matt Wensko 

Christine Van Meter Melow 

Home bound members: 

Pat Fowler 

Marilyn Birdsall 

Jim & Marcie Slater 

June Williams 

Danielle Breier 

Peg Derr 

Dan Halaberda 

Irene Carpenter 

Janet Provot 

 
Our home bound members 

would love to hear from other 

church members. Please drop 

them a line or give them a phone 

call. 

Bulletin, Tower, Flower  

Support 

 
All of the Tower’s have been 

supported. Thank you. 

 

Bulletins ($30)    

                July 5, 12, 19, 26 

 

Chancel Flowers ($20) 
    We will take flower orders 

for August. 

 
The June Tower is supported by 

Fran Dance in memory of Joe 

and Roger Dance. 

A big ‘thank you’ to everyone 

for continuing to support the 

church with mailing in your 

offerings. The operation of the 

church continues even though 

we are not open to gatherings.  

 
The bills need to be paid, the 

building needs to be kept oper-

ating properly and our message 

needs to continue to get out to 

our congregation and friends.  

 
Thanks again for your loving 

support. 

Just a friendly reminder for 

your convenience, for those 

who do their banking on line, 

you can pay your pledge or 

donations the same way, espe-

cially if you are traveling. 

 
And don’t forget, we now  

accept credit card transactions. 

You can call the church office 

(Judy or Linda) and they will 

run your transaction for you. 

After the church gets opened 

you can stop by and do the 

transaction in person. 

In 1909, Sonora Smart 
Dodd of Spokane, Wash-

ington, was inspired to 
create a holiday honoring 

fathers. William Jackson 

Smart, her father, was a 
farmer and Civil War 
veteran that raised Sono-
ra and her five younger 

brothers by himself after 
his wife, Ellen, died giving 
birth to their youngest 

child in1898. While at-

tending a 

Member information 

Church Treasurer 

Father’s Day 
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“Thanks” 

for your 

support. 

Mother’s Day church ser-
vice in 1909, Sonora, then 

27, came up with the 
idea.                            

Within a few months, 

Sonora had convinced the 
Spokane Ministerial As-
soc. and the YMCA to 
set aside a Sunday in June 

to celebrate fathers.      
The widely publicized 
event in Spokane struck a 

chord that reached all the 

way to Washington D.C. 

In 1916, President 
Woodrow Wilson and 

his family personally ob-
served the day. In 1966, 

President Lyndon John-

son signed an executive 
order that the holiday be 
celebrated on the third 
Sunday in June. Under 

President Richard Nixon, 
in 1972, Congress passed 
an act officially making 

Father’s Day a national 

holiday.  

With deepest sympathy we 

announce the passing of... 

 
Betty Dryer on May 20, 

2020. 

 

Betty was 102 years old. 
Unfortunately she did get 

the COVID-19 virus and 

succumbed to post virus 

difficulties. Please keep the 

Dryer family in your   

prayers. 

 

 

 

Congratulations on the birth 

of Josiah John Yearout, born 

on May 22, 2020, son of   

Michael and Samantha     

Yearout, grandson of Jim and 

Susan Hatfield, great-grandson 

of Norm and Kara Hatfield. 



Church address: 

2 Towne Square St. 
Wayne, MI 

48184 
 

Church phone: 
734-729-7550 

FAX: 
734-729-7576 

Email: 

Fccow.churchoffice@gmail.com 

First Congregational Church of Wayne 
Volume LXIX No. VI  2020 

 

2 Towne Square, Wayne, MI 48184-Office: (734) 729-7550, Fax: (734) 729-7576 
 

Interim Minister’s email, sbschafer@gmail.com 
Music Director’s email, mgood1@emich.edu 

Office Administrator’s email, fccow.lindabeasley@gmail.com 
Christian Education Educations Director’s email, fccow.patraymo@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary’s email, fccow.judyzajac@gmail.com 
                    Church email, fccow.churchoffice@gmail.com        Church website 

www.fccow.com              Tower Editor, Linda Beasley 
10:30 a.m. Worship/Nursery, 10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Children 

are with parents until they go to Sunday School), 11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour in the Parlor 

FIRST 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH OF WAYNE 

Christians believe that 

while science shows 

how thing happen or 

were created, our faith 

tells who made them 

so.                         

Deuteronomy 4:19 
(NIV) declares: “And 

when you look up to 

the sky and see...the 

heavenly array-do not 

be enticed into bowing 

down to them and 

worshiping things the 

Lord your God has ap-

portioned to all the 

nations under heaven.” 

We can be grateful for 

the work of scientists 

World-renowned cos-

mologist Stephen 

Hawking (1942-2018)

stated: “Remember to 

look up at the stars and 

not down at your feet. 

Try to make sense of 
what you see and won-

der about what makes 

the universe exist. Be 

curious.” His sentiment 

is especially fitting for 

what the world is going 

through right now.                         

As a self-proclaimed 

atheist, Hawking relied 

on science to answer 

“what makes the uni-

verse exist. Yet many 

and the wonders their 

study reveals, but in-

stead of “bowing 

down” to nature, we 

worship its Creator 

and Ruler-the Lord of 

heaven and earth. 

 

Looking Up 
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We are on the web. 
Fccow.com 

Join us on YouTube and Facebook : 
                              
First Congregational Church 
Wayne 

Just because we can’t GO TO 

CHURCH, does not mean we will 

stop BEING THE CHURCH. 

Rev. Dr. Michael Chittum 

NACCC Executive Director 
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